7th Grade Book Report Instructions

Ms.DeMaio 
M.S 180 
Reading Requirements: 

*
Book must be 150 pages or more.

*
They may be any genre but not all from the same genre (if a student reads science fiction for his/her first few book report, another type is to be selected for the next report).

*
Each book report will be worth 100 points averaged for literacy grade using the specific rubric. 

Both of these documents are available for print on the Weebly. 

*
All book reports submitted with a rubric attached will receive 1 extra point. 
Report Requirements: 

1.   Reports must be written in blue or black ink, or typed. Written reports should have a full heading on loose-leaf paper. If it is typed you must follow the instructions for formal papers provided to you by your teacher. (Also available under Documents links on the Weebly.) 
2.   Must have: Title, Author, Publisher, Copyright Date, Number of Pages, and Genre. 
3.  Tell the point of view of the narrator. Provide evidence to prove your claim with page number. 
4.   Describe the setting. Include information about both the time and the place. 
5.   Describe the personality and appearance of the main character (protagonist) of the book. 
6.   What is the main character's conflict or problem? 

7. What did the characters do to solve the problem and how was it finally resolved? 

8.   150 word maximum summary of the story. 

9. Use a quote from the book to give an example of figurative language used in the book.   

10. Three to five sentences about the theme and what you learned from this book.  

11.  Would you recommend this book to a friend? Explain why or why not.
Sample Book Report 
Book Report

Book Title: Tom Sawyer 

Author: Mark Twain 

Publisher: Penguin Group
Copyright Date: 1986
Number of Pages: 230 

Genre: Fiction/Classic Novel 

Point of View: (1st person; 3rd person limited; 3rd person omniscient Use evidence from the story.)
The narrator's point of view is third person omniscient; he can describe the feelings and thoughts of many people in the story.  The author uses the pronouns he, she, they, etc.  

**Evidence:  “Tom Sawyer felt as if he were going to freeze in the night.” “Feeling betrayed by Tom, the town grew more and more angry…”

“Nervously, Huck thought to himself…”

Setting: (Where and when story takes place with text details )
The story takes place in a small village, St. Petersburg, on the Mississippi River before the Civil War. The village has access to the river, hills, an island, caves, and a haunted house. Superstitions runs high and children run barefoot. Some people in the village own slaves. Everyone knows everyone else and their business. The main character often plays hooky from school and was always getting in trouble. 

Main Character(s): personality, character traits of the main character, and a description of appearance (how they look). Remember these can be found by direct and indirect characterization (actions, looks, things they say, things others say about them, etc.)

The novel’s protagonist, Tom, lives with his aunt in St. Petersburg, Missouri. Tom has a penchant for adventure and "showing off." Constantly getting into mischief, he plays hooky from school and would rather go swimming than tend to his Sunday school lessons. Despite his mischief, Tom has a good heart and a strong moral conscience. Blessed with an active imagination, Tom dreams to be a noble robber such as Robin Hood or a pirate. Hungry for attention, Tom is obsessed with appearing noble and obtaining the envy of his peers. However, Tom is extremely clever and possesses an incredible insight on human nature. Throughout the novel, Tom must learn to listen to his conscience and become accountable for his actions. As the novel progresses, he begins to take more seriously the responsibilities of his role as a leader among his schoolfellows.

Conflict or Problem: A struggle between opposing forces, man vs. man, man vs. nature, nature vs. nature

Tom and Huck perceive their biggest struggle to be between themselves and Injun Joe, whose gold they want and whom they believe is out to kill them. Tom and Huck’s accidentally see Injun Joe murder Dr. Robinson, Tom testifies at Potters trail that Potter is being wrongly accused and that it was really Injun Joe.  Injun Joe escapes out the window at the trial. Later, Huck overhears Injun Joe’s plan to kill Widow Douglas, and Tom encounters Injun Joe when he and Becky are stranded in the cave. Conflict also exists between Tom and his imaginative world and the expectations and rules of adult society.

Solution: How was the conflict or problem solved (the resolution)?
Huck gets help from the Welshman and drives Injun Joe away from Widow Douglas. Tom avoids Injun Joe and navigates himself and Becky out of the cave. Judge Thatcher seals off the cave, causing Injun Joe to starve to death. Tom and Huck find Injun Joe’s treasure. Huck is adopted and civilized by Widow Douglas

Summary: Brief telling of the main idea/ideas of the story in sequential order. 
This story has murder, romance, and a treasure hunt to contribute to the story line. Tom Sawyer and his friend, Huck Finn, witnessed Injun Joe killing the village doctor. The town's people arrested the wrong man.  As time passed Tom and Huck ended up testifying against Injun Joe, and saving an innocent man's life, but Injun Joe escaped.  Tom and Huck hunt for treasure, Tom falls in love with Becky Thatcher, and Injun Joe is still out there.  When Tom and his friend Becky get trapped in a cave they find Injun Joe and his treasure. Becky, Tom, and the treasure are rescued, but not Injun Joe, and Tom becomes a hero who shares his treasure with his friend Huck. 
Figurative Language: Use of metaphor, simile, personification or idioms 

Include the section of figurative language, the type, and a brief explanation of what it means.
1)  "Every stump that started up in there path seemed a man and an enemy, and made them catch their breath; and as they sped by some outlying cottages that lay near the village, the barking of the aroused watch-dogs seemed to give wings to their feet." (P 69-70) Their feet didn’t really have wings; it means that they were running really fast.  This is personification. 

2)  "It was conscience. They began to feel a vague fear that they had been doing wrong to run away... They tried to argue it away by reminding conscience that they had purloined sweetmeats and apples scores of times; but conscience was not to be appeased.... (P 94) 

3)  "Jealousy ran red-hot through Tom's veins." (P 127) Jealousy can’t really run through your veins like you run on a track.  This is an idiom, which means that he was feeling extremely jealous.  It was a very strong emotion.

Theme: Life lesson or moral 

The theme of the story has to do with being courageous, generous and honest. Tom told lies but he felt bad about it and ended up telling the truth.  Even though Tom was afraid he still testified and helped free an innocent man from jail. And when he found a treasure he shared it with his friend who had nothing. When it came down to it, Tom always did the right thing. 

We should always strive to do the right thing no matter how difficult it is. 
Recommendation: Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why? Who (any specific group of people)?

I thought that this was a really great book.  I would definitely recommend it to a friend.  Anyone who enjoys adventure and humor will have fun with this book.  There were times I actually laughed out loud.  However, the book was kind of long with some hard vocabulary.   I think that in order for others to read this book, they must be at least 12 years old and enjoy longer books.
